CHAPTER XLVIII
THE MORROW OF THE OCTOBER REVOLUTION
PEACE, LAND, AND SO\7IET POWER
The Bolsheviks, although men of action, shared their opponents* passion for public debate. In the afternoon of October 25, when the insurrection was at its height, Trotsky found time to preside at a session of the Petrograd Soviet, where Lenin made his first public appearance since July. There were long speeches in a self-congratulatory vein and a wordy resolution celebrating the still incomplete victory. The opening session of the second all-Russian congress of the Soviets was scheduled for the 25 but was postponed from hour to hour, partly because the Bolsheviks were waiting for the capture of the Winter Palace and partly because of factional strife among the delegates themselves. The congress finally met at 10:45 P.M., some three hours before the arrest of the Provisional Government. No information is available as to how the delegates were elected or as to their exact number and party affiliations. It is believed, nevertheless, that of the total of some 650 deputies, 390 were Bolsheviks, 80 were Men-sheviks or representatives of groups close to the Mensheviks, and 150 or more were socialist revolutionaries. There was much dissension within both the Menshevik and the Socialist Revolutionary parties. The Menshevik "internationalists," led by L. Martov (J. O. Zeder-baum), leaned on many issues towards the Bolsheviks, as did in an even greater degree the "left" socialist revolutionaries led by Marie Spiridonova, B. D. Kamkovy and M. A. Natanson. About three-fifths of the socialist revolutionary delegates to the congress belonged to the left faction, and their disagreement with party leadership precipitated a split and the establishment of the left socialist revolutionaries as an independent party.